
Spring Breeze Community Association 
 Official Board Meeting Minutes 

Savage Library 
Columbia, MD 

October 16, 2018 
 
Call to Order 
Ron Vance called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Quorum 
There was a quorum of seven members present. 
 
Attendees 
 Ron Vance, President    Gigi Arnone   
 Chuck Clark, Vice President   Robert Colbert 
 Terry Storms, Treasurer    Anne Johnson   
 Linda Southworth, Secretary   Liz Klunk 

        Gail Riley 
 

Don Gentry, who will be serving as the new Tidewater manager for Spring Breeze, was also 
present and introduced himself to the Board members.  His assistant at Tidewater is Taylor 
Brown. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the September meeting had been unanimously approved previously by 
electronic voting.  The Board decided that going forward, the minutes will continue to be 
approved electronically to allow them to be available on the Spring Breeze webpage more 
quickly. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Terry prepared and emailed a proposed 2019 budget to the Board for review. 

 The Board reviewed the proposed budget, which includes a 5% increase in association 
fees, and unanimously accepted it.   

 It was announced that the Tidewater management fee would increase by 3% in January. 

 The Board asked Don why they were not seeing electric bills from BG&E.  Don said he 
had paid them in the amount of $6795.00, which covers bills through the end of 
September and that this will show on the October spreadsheet. 

 
Old Business 



 
Reserve Study – Tidewater was to obtain proposals from three companies to do the study and 
forward the information to the Board for consideration.  This was not done by Brian. 
Action Item 
Don stated that he would get the proposals the Board had requested.  
 
Fees Charged to Residents for Late Payment of Dues 
Ron brought Don up to date on the Board’s decision to suspend late fees immediately and to 
notify Tidewater’s accounting department to bring future late fees in line with our bylaws, which 
allow the imposition of late fees after 30 days, and limits the amount of the fee to 6% of annual 
dues. 
Action Item 
Don will confirm that Tidewater is following this directive. 
  
Selection of New Law Firm 
Action Item 
Ron will schedule a meeting with the Executive Committee and our representative at Thomas 
Shild Law Group. 
 
Subcommittees 
At the August meeting, it was suggested that each subcommittee draft a charter which describes 
the purpose and goals of the subcommittee as well as information on the frequency of meetings, 
and how they will report back to the Board and how they will make their recommendations to the 
Board. 
Action Item 
Due to lengthy discussions about the budget at the September and October meetings this item 
will be delayed until a future meeting. 
 
Community Outreach Committee 
Liz and several members of the Board distributed the newest newsletter to the community.  She 
has not gotten much response to her request to the community to provide email addresses so it 
was determined that, at least in the short run, the best way to reach all the households was to 
deliver hard copies of the newsletter to each house. 
Action Item 
Liz will continue to create and distribute the newsletter in a paper format. 
 
Landscaping Committee 

 Landscaping and Snow Removal Contract for 2019 



The Board reviewed the 2019 landscaping and snow removal contract proposal from Brian 
DeVan at Columbia Grounds Management, Inc., which includes snow removal from 
sidewalks. The Board voted to approved the contract voting 6 to 1 to approve. 
Action Item 
Bob will notify Brian DeVan of the Board’s decision. 
 

 Leaf Removal 
Columbia Grounds Management will be collecting leaves on October 30, the day before 
Halloween, and they will pick up any leaves that have been raked onto common property by 
homeowners. 
Action Item 
Chuck will include this information on the SB webpage and Liz will include it in the 
newsletter. 

 

 Tree Removal 
Columbia Grounds Management provided a list of trees which need to be removed, but it was 
unclear which of these trees are in common areas and which are the homeowners’ 
responsibility.  The Board was still unclear at to which of the trees are on common property 
and which are on private property.  In addition, several members of the Board noted there 
were some trees not on this list. 
Action Item 
Bob will do another walk through to update the list.  
Ron will contact our representative at Thomas Shild to discuss the options the Board might 
have in dealing with homeowners who do not remove dead trees from their property after 
they have been notified. 

 
Properties Committee 

 The stop sign at the entrance to Early Spring Way needs to be repaired as it is leaning 
toward the road. 

Action Item 
Chuck will call Howard County and request they repair it. 
 

 Discussion about numerous properties issues including uneven sidewalks, muddy 
pathways, too much water run-off in some areas and sitting water in others. Because of 
unusually heavy rainfall this year, grassy areas are very muddy.  It was suggested that a 
more resilient type of grass, soyas grass, could be planted in common areas. 

Action Item 
Bob will talk to Brian at Columbia Grounds Management about what measures can be taken 
to solve these issues.   It was suggested that the Board could make small grants available to 
homeowners who are willing to do the labor if supplies are provided. 



Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM 
 

 


